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A Message From Your Lead Pastor… 
Dear Friends, 
 

October 2021!  Friends are coming back to Florida.  No one would 
have thought we would still be dealing with Covid-19, political 
division, and a list of anxious thoughts in these uncertain times.  
Now, I’m not one to let the “world” steal my joy and peace…but 
we’ve all got to admit that from time to time our fears have 
produced anxiety. 

 

David wrote in Psalm 139:23, “Search me, O God, and know my 
heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.”  What is it that makes 
you anxious?  Nervous?  Unsettled?  Afraid?  Craig Groeshel 
wrote in his book “Dangerous Prayers”, “You might wonder why 
our anxious thoughts matter to God.  It’s not necessarily about our 
comfort and experiencing a stress-free life.  What we fear matters.” 
 

Our fears matter because our fears uncover the places in our lives 
where we are relying on our own efforts and not trusting God.  
The Truth: What we fear the most reveals where we trust God the 
least!  We cannot as a Church or as individuals please God and be 
driven by fear – our minds enslaved by anxiety producing 
thinking.  2 Timothy 1:7 (NLT), “God has not given us a spirit of fear 
and timidity, but of power, love and self-discipline.” 
 

God has given us a vision to build.  It’s time to dream, to step out 
of our fears of Covid, politics, our country, the economy – the 
world we’re leaving our children and grandchildren.  We’re here 
for such a time as this: to save the lost, build the Kingdom, teach, 
reach the young, feed the hungry, and be a light to our world. 
 

We are building momentum for a new year…2022!  Anxious 
thoughts and fear must go!  What are your anxious thoughts?  
What is God showing you?  Where do you need to grow in faith?  
TRUST GOD!  “The joy of the Lord is our strength!” 
 

God bless you with hope & faith for such a time as this!  
Pastor Bill Breylinger (Lead Pastor) 

F A L L  2 0 2 1  

 

Purpose Statement 
Loving God 

Loving People 
 
Vision Statement 
Together we will create 
an atmosphere where 

people experience  
God’s love. 

 

Mission Statement 
Motivated by God’s love 
and fueled by His grace, 
whenever and wherever 
a hand reaches out for 

help, we want the hand 
of Jesus to be there. For 
this we are responsible. 



The Voices of Truth are in action once 
again!!  I am SO EXCITED and I pray you 
are as well!  Our first rehearsal will be on 
October 21st at 7:15pm.  “Why Pastor Jim, 
isn’t that a Thursday” you ask?  And yes, it is.  
The Youth are using the Sanctuary on Wednesday and Crosstalk has 
been moved to Thursdays.  So I thought, why not just have choir on Thursday!  There is nothing 
written that a church choir must meet on a Wednesday.  Plus it will be closer to Sunday helping us 
to remember what we learned. LOL! 
 

The moving of the rehearsal was my decision and I hope it works out for everyone.  The members 
are very important to me and if problems arise with this schedule, I will be glad to make other 
arrangements.  My top priority has always been for the VOT Choir to have fun and have great 
fellowship.   
 

And speaking of its members…if you are not a part of this choir, and would like to be, just come to 
the rehearsals!  There is no audition…just a willingness to sing for the Lord and spread His good 
Word! 
 

In other news… 
 

FEBRUARY 6th is still on schedule for the original Creative Arts program: ‘WITH A MESSAGE’.  
Since the end of August, pre-production work has been going on.  Because of the scale of this 
program, it is going to take about half a year to get it all done.  The production will feature not just 
the songs performed, but they will be accompanied with dance, drama, special effects and amazing 
visuals.  This will be a program like no other…exploring the awesome power and messages of 
classic songs that while not usually heard in church, still convey words of faith, hope, promises and 
healing that have stood the test of time.  
 

Pastor Jim Lanier (Creative Arts Pastor) 
 
♫♪♪♫♪♪♪♫♫♫♫♪♫♪♫♫♫♪♫♪♫♫♫♪♪♪♫♪♫♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♪♪♪♫♫♫♫♫♪♪♪♪♪♪♫♪♫♪♫♫♫♪♪♪ 
 

As we enter this new fall season, we will begin to notice the changes that will 
take place in our scenery…the leaves will change and flowers will begin to 
die. How beautiful it is to watch God's handiwork. During this time our Base 
Children's ministry, like our environment, will change with God's help thru 
the Holy Spirit. We will learn to change our minds and our hearts so Jesus 
can ultimately change our lives. The Bible says in Psalm 51:10 "Create in 
me a clean heart O God and renew a steadfast spirit within me." My goal 
is to teach and learn with the children, that God can grow new habits in 
us as he does with new leaves on trees. Remember to thank Him for 

who He is and all He does continuously. 
 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM | Monday – Thursday | 3:00PM – 4:30PM 
Starts Back Monday, October 11, 2021 

 
REMINDER: The Base Ministry will be hosting our ANNUAL 

                                  Trunk or Treat | Wednesday, October 27th | 4PM – 6PM 
                                                We are in need of anyone who wants to volunteer! 

 
On November 17th from 5:00PM to 6:30PM, The Base Ministry will be having a Family Dinner to celebrate 

Thanksgiving with our children's families. Each family will bring a dish to share and eat with their kids. 
 

We look forward to loving God and loving His people,  
Fawn Waterman (Children’s Minister)  



 
 
 

Happy Fall to my Union family! We are entering a new season in more 
ways than one. God has brought us through our summer season strong, 
secure and well prepared for the financial challenges ahead.  
 
It was not so long ago, that our Summers would leave us struggling 
financially to keep our heads above water and facing several past due 
bills by the end.  Our fall seasons in the past have been a season of 
playing catch up.  But God had other plans for us this year. 
 
As Pastor Aaron preached in his recent sermon series…we’ve been 
rerouted, and our plans were changed.  The setback that we all 
experienced in 2020 was, most definitely, a set up for Union to break 
through the obstacle of debt that held us back for so long and experience 
that “unusual acceleration” of debt reduction that is making way for our future vision. 
 
At the beginning of 2020, our total church debt was at $708,700.00. As of the end of September 2021, our 
total debt is now $479,863.28.  In less than two years, which by no means were “normal” years, God made it 
possible for us to reduce our debt by $228,836.72!!!  If He was able to do that under the circumstances we 
were facing, just imagine what He can help us do together now! 
 
With faith in God and gratitude for the vessels He uses, 
Tracey Caraballo (Church Treasurer) 

 

Twenty years ago, or actually nineteen years and eleven 
months (but who’s counting), you hired me as your Youth 
Pastor. Not too long after that we started hosting 
Wednesday Night Youth Worship Services in the Main 
Sanctuary (AKA the Millennium Sanctuary). God blessed 
our Youth Ministry and we grew to the point where we 
needed our own building. For seventeen years we had 

thousands of teenagers come in and out of the ROCK (Youth Building), and on September 1st we 
worshipped for the last Wednesday night in The Rock. As everybody left and I turned the 
lights off for the last time, it felt like the last episode of the television sitcom, “Friends.” I 
took a few moments to reflect on all the fun and life-changing moments we had in that 
building. So as one chapter ends we’re excited about the new chapter, as we come full circle 
back to worshipping in the Main Sanctuary. Instead of looking at what we’ve lost, we’re 
excited about the new opportunities and the potential for growth. 
  
Thank God fall is here! It’s my favorite season…football, Halloween and Thanksgiving – and for 

our Youth Ministry that means it’s time for our Annual  (AKA Flour & 
Water Balloon War)! This event will be on Sunday, November 21st from 5:30PM – 7:00PM. It’s 
really a sight to see. Anybody and everybody are invited to come out and watch, but don’t 
forget your lawn chairs. If you have a teenager that would like to sign up just let us know in 
the church office or catch me on a Sunday.  
 

God Bless! Pastor Eddie Morrison (Youth Pastor) 



It’s Thanksgiving time again!! It’s hard to believe that another year has 
passed. We are getting excited about the upcoming “FEED.” This is our 
annual event where we feed those who are in need in our community. 
We would love your help with this successful event. “Whenever or 
wherever a hand reaches out, we will be there!!!”  
 

DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
WE ARE EXTREMELY GRATEFUL FOR YOU AND YOUR HELP! 

 
You may be spending time with family and friends but you can still be a 
part of this thankful and exciting holiday here at Union Church!  
 

YES, I would be willing to bring (by Sunday, November 21ST): 
❐ 2 lbs. Of Stick Butter 
❐ 2 #10 Cans of Green Beans 
❐ 4 Cans of Cranberry Sauce  
❐ 2 Dozen Dinner Rolls 
❐ 2 #10 Cans of Sweet Potatoes & 1 Bag of Brown Sugar 
❐ 3 Large Bags of Stuffing Mix (Please NO Stove Top) 
 

YES, I would be willing to bring (by Wednesday, November 24th): 
❐ 2 Baked Pies (Please NO Cream Pies) 
❐ Buy & Bake an 18-20 lb. Turkey  
❐ Bake a Donated Turkey (Pick Up on Sunday 11/21)  
 

YES, I would be willing to volunteer (Wednesday, November 24th @ 10AM): 
❐ Can Opener 
❐ Cranberry Dipper 
❐ Pie Cutter / Packer  
❐ Potato Peeler (Please Bring Peeler) 
❐ Roll Separator / Box Labeler  
❐ Stuffing Cooker  
❐ Turkey Carver (Please Bring Carving Knife)  
 

YES, I would be willing to volunteer (Thursday, November 25th): 
❐ Clean Up Crew (10AM)  
❐ Counter (10AM) 
❐ Dish Washer (8AM) 
❐ Driver (Please Call Office For More Details)  
❐ Kitchen Helper (Starts at 7AM)   
❐ Line Monitor (10AM)  
❐ Potato & Corn Cooker (7AM)   
❐ Server (10AM)    
❐ To-Go / Walk-Ups (10:30AM)    

 
 

Church-Wide  
Thanksgiving Feed 

 
WE ARE GIVING THANKS TO GOD! 

 
 

 

If you would like to serve or 
donate with the Thanksgiving 

Feed you can sign-up in the 
Church Lobby. Please drop this 
filled out page and/or donation 

at our table or mail it to the 
church:  

106 N Butler Ave 
Avon Park FL 33825 

 
For any questions or for more 

information please call the 
church office:  
(863) 212-8941 

 
Mark All Donations:  

Thanksgiving  
 
 

Name: _________________________ 
 
 

Phone #: _______________________ 
 

Email: _________________________ 

 
“BE A PART OF  
HOT MEALS &  

WARM HEARTS” 



You can stay connected with us through our 
church website: weareunion.org. Join us for 

worship: in-person or by watching our 
sermons or videos on our church Facebook 

page: UnionChurchAP  
(Like, Share, & Follow) 

 

In-Person & Online Service Times 
 

Sunday Worship Service Times:  
Traditional: 9:00AM  

Contemporary: 11:00AM 
 

Wednesday Worship Service Times:  
Youth Ministry: 6:00PM (Millennium Church) 

Children’s Ministry: 3:30PM – 7:00PM 
 

Thursday Worship Service Times:  
Cross Talk: 6:00PM (Millennium Church) 

*Choir Rehearsal: 7:15PM  
 

(Nursery Is Available For All Services) 
 

You can also check us out on our YouTube 
Channel (make sure to subscribe and click 
the bell icon to get notified when we go live 

or upload a video): 
https://m.youtube.com/c/UnionChurchAP/  

 

CDs are available for those who have no 
access to the Internet. If you would like CDs 

of the sermons please contact the church 
office. If you need technical help to get 

connected to our sites or setting things up, 
call the church office or email me 
at mbernhard@weareunion.org  

 

To DONATE online: 
1) GO to weareunion.org  
2) SCROLL down on the homepage 

until you see “Donate Now”  
3) CLICK “Donate” (the option to give a 

tithe/offering)  
4) FILL OUT “Faithstreet” page 

 
 

♥  Always – Byeeeeee!  
Miranda Bernhard (Production Manager) 
 

Church Secretary’s Report 
 

Total Full Time Membership:  
519 

Households Represented:  
362 

 

Total Associate Membership:  
44 

Households Represented:  
28 

Total Membership:  
563 

Total Households Represented: 
390 

 

(This Report is as of 09/27/21) 
 

 

We Welcome Our Newest Members 
 

J Leland & Helen Welsh (August 25, 2021)  
 

 

In Deepest Sympathy 
Our condolences go out to the following family, friends and 
members of: 
V Danielle Elder – July 25th 
V Bill Walters (Chris Hess’ Uncle) – August 8th  
V Bill Stephenson (Midge Stephenson’s Husband) – August 9th  
V Rita Hoertz (101 Years Old) – August 15th  
V Mark Foster – September 2nd  
V Mike Cobb (Connie Evers’ Son-in-law) – September 14th  

Please direct any and all address changes, phone number 
changes, or any other changes to your contact info to the 

attention of Miss Chris Hess. 
Church Phone: 863-453-3345 

 

In His Service, 
Chris Hess 

(Church Secretary) 



 

 

  

Hi everyone! It’s that time of year again! 
Even though it is only October 3rd - it’s only: 

56 days until our campus is  
“Christmas Bright” again! 

That’s only: 
1.8 Months! 

8 weeks! 
1,344 Hours! 

80,640 Minutes! 
 

We are having a  
CHRISTMAS MEETING | Monday October 11th at 4 PM (in the Church Library) 

 

Decorating our Church campus is so much more than “decorators!”   Outside or inside there 
are tons of things to do.  If any of you would like to join our “Christmas Elf” Team and help 
transform our church campus into honoring our Savior’s birth, contact me at the church. 
 

I would like to offer my 20/20 Challenge again this year. This Challenge calls for 20 people 
to give $20 towards our Christmas decorating fund. We have new and exciting ideas for 
decorating this year and your help, whether financially or as an “Elf”, would be so 
appreciated and welcomed!  
 

If you would like to be one of the “20” please see me at the Welcome Center or place your 
donation in an envelope and mark it: 20/20 Christmas Challenge.  
 

In His Service, Chris Hess (Church Secretary) 

 

I’m a volunteer at Union and every Christmas I do a Kid’s Ministry that reaches 
out to the neighborhoods of Highlands County. This is my 7th year.  My first year I 
had names of approximately 12 kids and last year I had over 400!  In the past I 
have written letters to friends and family that live up north and professional 
people that I have done business with; and as I did last year, I am reaching out 
to you, my church family. My Christmas starts early! Parents begin signing their 
children up October 15th.  I purchase the gifts, bag them in my “Santa Workshop” 
(my living room) and deliver them from my office at the church.  Please pray for 
this ministry and all the kids we will be able to bless. If you feel led to bless a 
family by making a donation, make sure to please mark your check/financial 
contribution: “Elaine’s Christmas Kids”.  Thank you and Happy Holidays! 
 

God Bless You!  
Elaine Powell (Volunteer, Mission Coordinator, Board Member)  


