
	

The	

Newsletter	
Together we will create an 

atmosphere where people experience 
God’s love. 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
    One of our winter friends, Michael Wilson, sent me a book titled, “Love 
First” by Don McLaughlin.  I’m preaching a series right now called “Back to 
Basics” and in May the topic has been LOVE! 
 

     I want to challenge all of you to read this excerpt from page 93 of 
McLaughlin’s book, which includes the “Love First Creed”, and these 
scriptural “statements of faith”.	
	

The	Love-First	Creed	
	

• I	believe	that	God	is	love.	
• I	believe	that	God	so	loved	the	world	that	

he	gave	his	only	son	so	that	the	world	may	
be	saved	through	him.	

• I	believe	that	God	loved	me	when	I	was	a	
powerless,	ungodly	sinner	and	enemy.	

• I	believe	that	the	first	and	greatest	
command	is	to	love	God	with	all	that	I	am.	

• I	believe	that	with	the	first	and	greatest	
command,	I	am	to	love	my	neighbor	as	
myself.	

• I	believe	that	I	must	love	my	enemies,	the	ungrateful,	and	the	wicked.	
• I	believe	that	if	I	claim	to	love	God	but	do	not	love	others,	I	am	a	lair.	
• I	believe	that	when	I	see	my	brothers	and	sisters	in	need,	I	must	help	them	with	

my	material	possessions,	or	the	love	of	God	is	not	in	me.	
	

It seems to fit our Church! I’d love your comments. 
 
In closing, in regards to one of Pastor Aaron’s recent sermons, he 
encouraged us to look at ourselves like we’re God’s favorite. He preached 
that God is passionately pursuing us – that: 
“He loved us first, He loves us best, and He will love us forever.” 
 

Pastor Aaron also said that when we pray, may our prayers change in the 
way we see ourselves – to pray like this: “Father, the one you love…” 
 
All My Love, Pastor Bill Breylinger (Lead Pastor) 
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Vacation Bible School 

COME JOIN US! 
	

Who:	Children	(Ages	1	-12)	
Where:	Union	Church	
(106	N	Butler	Ave	Avon	Park	FL	33825)	
When:	June	28th-July	2nd		
Time:	9am-12pm	(Lunch	is	provided)	
Contact:	Miss	Fawn	Waterman		
(863-453-3345)		
	

We	need	your	help!	So	if	you	would	like	
to	volunteer	(with	decorating,	

registration,	activities,	donating,	etc.)	
please	let	me	know.	We	will	have	a	

Volunteer	Meeting	on	Sunday,	June	13	
following	the	11Am	Worship	Service		

(in	the	Main	Sanctuary).	
	

*Register	in	the	church	office,	church	
lobby,	or	@	weareunion.org		

	
	
	
	
	
	

Take a moment and read 
through these  

Statements of Faith: 
 

Matthew 5:43-47 
Matthew 22:37-38 
Matthew 22:39-40 

John 3:16 
Romans 5:6-11 

1 John 2:4 
1 John 3:16-18 

1 John 4:8-11, 19-21 
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It’s that time again… 
 

I can’t believe it’s been almost two years since we’ve been to camp 
(Gatlinburg Tennessee). Every year, driving up and down and through 
the mountains, it always feels like we’ve never left. If you’ve ever been 
to camp with us you know that there is something beautiful, but yet 
holy about the campground. As soon as we arrive, for the kids, it’s the 
excitement and the expected fun for the week to come. For me, as 
soon as I step onto the ground I feel the presence of God. But what 
makes it a life changing experience for all? Is it the tubing with Pastor 
Bill, jumping 100 feet in the air off of the side of a mountain into -10° 
water, the worship songs that the kids sing in the vans as we’re 
driving in the mountains, the baptisms or the preaching? All those 
things make an amazing week of camp, but I believe it’s the campfire.  
 

Everyone is welcome around the campfire. It has no rules to regulate 
who can or can’t be warmed by its flames. It gives heat to whoever 
will close the gap between cold and warmth. The campfire doesn’t 
care who you are or where you’re from. It doesn’t care if your 
parents were able to write a check or if you’re only there because 
someone blessed you with a scholarship. If you draw near, it protects 
you from the cold, covers you with its light, it makes you forget the 
cool Tennessee mountain air. 
 

It’s a powerful bonding experience that breaks down the walls that 
separate us. Around the fire, everyone belongs. Unfortunately, people 
are often less inviting then a campfire. With people comes unfair 
expectations and preferences. Teenagers may move closer and closer 
to people only to be greeted by coldness. It’s easy for kids to forget 
how valuable and love-worthy they truly are. Teenagers who feel 
rejected by one group may sacrifice their own values and identity just 
to connect with another group, no matter the cost.  
 

As spiritual leaders at camp we remind teenagers that, through Jesus, 
they already belong. They are always loved and worthy, even when 
they feel hurt and rejected by their peers. Jesus’ love is like a 
campfire. If we’re willing to draw closer to him, his light shines on us 
and his warmth comforts and guides us. All we have to do is come 
near. Jesus has no preferences and shows no partiality. All are 
welcome. 
 

Unfortunately most of our teenager’s parents live paycheck to 
paycheck and are unable to have anything left over to send their kids 
to camp. If you would like to be a part of this amazing experience and 
have the opportunity to make a difference in a teenager’s life, we 
would love for you to pray about sponsoring one!  
 

God	Bless	You,	Pastor	Eddie	Morrison	(Youth	Pastor)		

On	behalf	of	the	Rock	Youth	Ministry,	I	
would	lake	to	take	this	opportunity	to	

recognize	our	graduating	seniors.	As	your	
youth	pastor,	I	am	very	proud	of	you,	and	it	

has	been	an	honor	to	serve	you	in	our	
youth	ministry!	

	

CONGRATULATIONS	
	

¶ Cameron	Bolen		
¶ Dinorah	Guerrero	
¶ Jocelyn	Jordan	
¶ Savannah	Navarro	
¶ Kimberly	Pujol	
¶ Elvis	Rodriguez	
¶ Rebekah	Short	
	

We	will	be	recognizing	our		
Graduating	Seniors	on		
Sunday,	May	23,	2021		

at	both	Worship	Services.	

Happy Spring From 
The Base Children’s Ministry! 

 

We are so happy that things are moving 
and we can start to feel some type of 
normalcy. Mother's day was the first time 
the kids performed in over a year and they 
were excited…onward and upward for us! 
Before the pandemic hit, we decorated for 
VBS but unfortunately it was cancelled. I 
am so happy that we’re having VBS this 
year. Don’t forget to let me know if you are 
interested in serving. It’s so exciting to see 
activities resuming and things coming back 
to life. Thank you for all your support and 
prayers for our Children's Ministry. We are 
raising our future leaders and parishioners. 
 

With Love,  
Miss Fawn Waterman (Children’s Minister) 



	

	
3	

MAY	&	JUNE	2021	 NEWSLETTER	

You can stay connected with us through 
our church website: weareunion.org. Join 
us for worship: in-person or by watching 

our sermons or videos on our church 
Facebook page: UnionChurchAP  

(Like, Share, & Follow) 
 

Sunday Worship Service Times:  
Traditional: 9:00AM | Contemporary: 11:00AM 

 

You can also check us out on our YouTube Channel (make sure to 
subscribe and hit the bell icon to get notified when we go live or 
upload a video): https://m.youtube.com/c/UnionChurchAP/  

 

CD’s are available for those who have no access to the Internet. If you 
would like CD’s of the sermons please contact the church office. If you 
need technical help to get connected to our sites or setting things up 

call the church office or email me at mbernhard@weareunion.org  
 

To DONATE online: 
1) GO to weareunion.org  
2) SCROLL down on the homepage until you see “Donate Now”  
3) CLICK “Donate” (the option to give a tithe/offering)  
4) FILL OUT “Faithstreet” page 

 
 

♥ Always – Byeeeeee! Miranda Bernhard (Production Manager) 

WHAT	A	DIFFERENCE	A	YEAR	MAKES	
 

In my previous newsletters, I’ve kept you all informed about how the amazing GRACE of GOD has helped Union to 
not only weather the storm caused by the pandemic…but come through stronger on the other side.  In God’s perfect 
timing, we finally closed on our bank loan on April 12th, which enabled us to pay back our Member loans. 
 

For years we have paid 5% interest on our Member loans to return the blessing to those who invested in the Kingdom.  
As God was ordering our steps to become even better stewards of the storehouse here at Union, He made it possible for 
us to secure a loan with a 2.75% interest rate to pay them back.  While we have been intentional about reducing the 
debt, this move truly positions us on the road to becoming debt free and makes way for our vision for the future to 
come to fruition. 
 

Our bank loan amount with closing costs was $346,265.50, of which $11,703.17 has already been paid.  Our goal is to 
pay off this bank loan within 5 years.  We know that the God we serve is more than able to do this.  You all have been 
the vessels that God has used to do amazing things here. Your faithfulness has helped Union meet every challenge that 
has come our way and we have no doubt that we will do so much more for the Kingdom together. 
  

As the summer months approach, we usually start to dwell on the financial hardship that we experience after most of 
our congregation heads north.  But this year God has given us a whole new perspective and confidence.  He has always 
had us in the palm of His hand.  But after watching His SUPERNATURAL provision during 
a pandemic leading to a 7 month shut down...what have we to fear?   
 

Thank you all for your continued support and commitment to the Ministry and Mission here 
at Union.  Let’s stand in agreement that in 5 years from now, I will be 
giving you a praise report that our loan has been PAID IN FULL!!!  
 

With A Thankful Heart, Tracey Caraballo  (Church Treasurer) Finance Ministry 

Church Secretary’s Report 
Church Membership 

 

Total Full Time Membership:  
523 

Households Represented:  
329 

Total Associate Membership:  
44 

Households Represented:  
25 

Total Membership:  
568 

Total Households Represented: 
354 

(This Report is as of May 11, 2021) 
 

 

In Deepest Sympathy 
 

Our condolences go out to the following 
family, friends and members: 
 

V Everett Weeks (April 7th) 
V Stacia Strickler (April 15th) 
V Chip Hennessy (April 23rd) 
V Marianne Meitz (April 30th) 
 

In His Service, 
Chris Hess (Church Secretary) 

Please direct any and all address changes, phone numbers 
changes, or any other changes to your contact info to the 

attention of Miss Chris Hess. Church #: 863-453-3345 

]COVID-19 VACCINES AVAILABLE] 
Thursday, May 20th | 9:00AM – 5:00PM | Rock Parking Lot 

Pfizer And Johnson&Johnson Available For Ages 12 & Older 
The Vaccine Bus Will Return June 10th For The 2nd Dose 
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Children & Youth Summer Scholarships 
	
 
	

	

Senior Connections Ministry   
is planning to go to Myrtle Beach! 
October 14th - October 2oth 

Single Occupancy: $760.00 (Per Person) 
Double Occupancy: $ 468.00 (Per Person) 

                                 $936 Per Couple 
This trip to Beach Cove Resort includes but is not limited to: 

Ocean Front Accommodations (6 Nights) | Round-Trip Baggage Handling | Transportation (& Gas Cost) 
Bible Studies | 3 Different Live Shows |4 Dinners 

If you are interested in going, or for more information please call Connie Evers (863) 443-0181.	

Gatlinburg Youth Summer Camp Scholarship Form 
	

Name:	_________________________________________	
Phone:	_________________________________________	
Address:	_______________________________________	
City:	___________________________________________	
State:	______________	Zip:	________________________	
	

R$250 for 2021 Gatlinburg Youth Summer CampR  
	

I	enclosed	a	donation	for	$	_______	to	help	sponsor	______	
YOUTH	for	2021	Gatlinburg	Youth	Summer	Camp	

	

“Then he put a little child among them. Taking the child in his arms, 
he said to them, “Anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my 
behalf welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes not 

Please detach and return this form filled 
out with your donation. 

 
Thank you for your investment in our 
youth! We love and appreciate you! 

 
2021 Gatlinburg Youth Summer Camp 

July 9th – July 17th 

	
 
	

	

VBS Scholarship Form 
	

Name:	_________________________________________	
Phone:	_________________________________________	
Address:	_______________________________________	
City:	___________________________________________	
State:	______________	Zip:	________________________	
	

R$50 for 2021 Children’s Vacation Bible SchoolR  
	

I	enclosed	a	donation	for	$	_______	to	help	sponsor	______	
CHILD(ren)	for	2021	Children’s	Spring	VBS	

	

“Then he put a little child among them. Taking the child in his arms, 
he said to them, “Anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my 
behalf welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes not 

Please detach and return this form filled out 
with your donation. 

 

Thank you for your investment in our children! 
We love and appreciate you! 

 

Contact Miss Fawn if you would like to 
volunteer with 2021 VBS 863-453-3345 

 

VBS Dates & Time: 
Monday, June 28th – Friday, July 2nd 

9AM – 12PM 


